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Message from the Manager 
Dear Readers, 

Welcome to the 24th Issue of the Lifestyle Connections News-
letter. Wow! What a journey we have all been on over the last 
year! The change has been very real for all of us - Service Users, 
families, office staff and support staff.  

The majority of Lifestyle Connections Service Users are now re-
ceiving a more appropriate level and type of support that better 
meets their specific needs. This has not come easy however, as 
the NDIS system demands a lot of time. Service Users and fami-
lies have attended planning meetings, had to get their head 
around a very complex funding model and persevere with 
working with people that are learning on the run. I do however 
feel that for those that can, the time spent is very beneficial as 
the system is set up to allow Participants and their family to 
have as much control over their supports as they like - a model 
Lifestyle Connections has always endeavored to achieve for 
people. 

There have been a lot of changes in the office staffing structure 
with several new staff joining the team. With change of this size 
and with new staff having to learn systems and process on the 
fly there have been some bumps along the way. We all appreci-
ate your understanding around this time, and I am pleased to 
share that the rate of change is slowing down and office staff 
are now settling in well to their new or changed roles.  

Support Staff have been the ones that have experienced the 
least amount of change as a result of the introduction of the 
NDIS and have in fact benefited as the availability of work for 
them has significantly increased.  

Thank you to all Support Staff, Office Staff and the Management 
Committee members who have worked very hard to assist the 
Service to make this transition, and a big thank you for the Ser-
vice Users of Lifestyle Connections for choosing to receive their 
supports through us. I am really looking forward to the year 
ahead and working with you all to make this Service the best it 
can possibly be.  
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UPDATES 
You will have certainly noticed some 
changes at Lifestyle Connections 
office! Now, with sole occupancy of 
the premises, there is more room for 
everyone, separate areas for the 
different support areas and a great 
new ‘look’. With the increase in staff 
in the office, roles have been stream-
lined, so briefly:  
Matt - HR, staff timesheets, qualifica-
tions, plans etc.; 
Katie, Tony and Jo - coordination of 
NDIS plans and allied services for 
those with ‘support coordination’; 
Fin, Amanda - how/what needs to be 
done in support shifts, feedback etc.; 
Amanda - strategies/clarifications 
around supports; 
Tanya - rostering, so anything to do 
with support times and holidays 
Ella- anything to do with finance; 
Janet - reception, administration; 
Leo - issues that cannot be 
dealt with by the above 
See P.4 for job titles and 
emails for each person 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR FUNDRAISING INITIATIVES (see Page 4) 
Help from you and your network of family, friends and peers would 

be greatly appreciated, any donation over $2 is tax deductible 
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Message from the Outgoing President 
 

To all Lifestylers!  
As I indicated in my Report at the 2019 Annual General Meeting, the time had come for me to step down as 
President of the Management Committee of Lifestyle Connections Inc.  Again, in this Newsletter, I would like to 
thank each member of the Committee, Leo and the Staff for their consideration, encouragement and support of 
my role over the past 3 years. 
 
As 2020 unfolds I am pleased to be able to remain on the Committee, and we welcome and thank Marsha Mur-
ray, a committee member, for stepping into the position of Acting President.  
 
Warm regards,  
Wendy O'Reilly 

Our Management Committee and Sub-Committee members  
ACTING PRESIDENT: Marsha Murray VICE PRESIDENT: Sue Barclay  TREASURER: Linda Gerekink SECRETARY: 
Megan Lilly 
GENERAL MEMBERS: Jenni Brittain, Bill Butler, Margaret Jarvis, Wendy O’Reilly 

Our Management Committee is just under the full complement of 10 people SO…... 

FINANCE SUB-
COMMITTEE:  
Marsha Murray 
Linda Gerekink 
 
 

RESOURCE SUB-
COMMITTEE:  
Wendy O’Reilly 
Bill Butler 
Marsha Murray 

NDIS QUALITY SUB-
COMMITTEE:  
Wendy O’Reilly 
Megan Lilly 
Sue Barclay 
 

SUPPORT COORDI-
NATION  SUB-
COMMITTEE:  
Wendy O’Reilly 
Marsha Murray 
Sue Barclay  
(Tracey Dickinson) 

GRIEVANCE SUB-
COMMITTEE:  
Jenni Brittain 
Megan Lilly  
Bill Butler 
Marsha Murray 
(Contact numbers  
available in Office) 

Interested in becoming a Committee Member?   

Please contact the Service Manager or Acting President. 

Message from the Acting President 

Throughout my 58 working years, my choice of careers has been one of a “Caring” role—Nursing, Social Worker, 
Trainer in Aged Care. After retirement, volunteering was my way of giving back. 2014 I arrived in Cairns. 
Having been invited to joined Lifestyle Connections Management Committee early last year I was happy to offer 
my support in assisting and supporting a Service for persons with disabilities. 
As Acting President it will enable me, along with the Management Committee to support Lifestyle Connections’ 
Manager, Leo, and staff, in providing a valued service in the Cairns community. 
 
The Management Committee is actively preparing for Lifestyle Connections’ first external audit under the new 
NDIS Quality and Safeguarding Practice Standards—a different ball game to the previous State-based quality as-
surance system. We are also organizing fundraisers, including a Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings on Saturday 28 March 
and a broadening of our Containers For Change collections. We really need your assistance with these initiatives 
so please consider volunteering to help your Service (see P.4 for details). 
 

Yours sincerely, 
Marsha Murray (Acting Hon President)  
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 This Newsletter’s FNQ Big 
Green Frog Thank You is to 

Glenys, a Volunteer friend (with 
relevant expertise) of a  

Committee Member, who has 
worked tirelessly with her to re-vamp and update 

our Quality Management System,  
policies and procedures so they are more modern 

and NDIS compliant. 

HISTORY BOOKLET 

Read about the 25 year history of your 
Service - Lifestyle Connections in our 
eFlipbook at  
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/
view/62100668/lc-history-booklet-final-
all-colour  

WHAT’S ON IN CAIRNS 

Check out www.entertainmentcairns.com/ and  www.tropicalnorthqueensland.org.au/ 
for what entertainments and events are on in Cairns, 
and www.tropicalnorthqueensland.org.au/articles/popular-markets-near-cairns/ for the 11 best markets in 
and around Cairns. 

Cairns Indigenous Art Fair, Fri 10 — Sun 12 July: Cairns Cruise Liner Terminal 3 (see www.ciaf.com.au) 

Cairns Show, Wed 15 — Fri 17 July: Showgrounds cnr Severin & Mulgrave Rd (see www.cairnsshow.com.au) 

STAFF GET TOGETHERS AT CHRISTMAS 

A number of office and support staff and their partners got together at their Christmas Party. It was a rare op-
portunity for many of the staff to meet socially, and a good 

time was had by all. Thank you Matt for organizing this event. 

Office staff also en-
joyed a Christmas 
lunch in the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE USERS BENEFITING FROM THEIR NDIS PLANS 

Matthew, Sarah and Paul sharing  some 
of their proud and pleasing moments 

 

 

https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/62100668/lc-history-booklet-final-all-colour
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/62100668/lc-history-booklet-final-all-colour
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/62100668/lc-history-booklet-final-all-colour


Lifestyle Connections Association Inc. NEWSLETTER                                                              Page 4 

113—115 Aumuller St 
Bungalow QLD 4870 

PO BOX  676  
Bungalow QLD 4870 

 

OUR  FUNDRAISING  

Manager, Leo Brunker: servicemanaer@lifestyleconnections.com.au 
Team Leader Support Coordination, Katie Britt: lifestyle@lifestyleconnections.com.au 
HR Coordinator, Matt Schyff: coordintor@lifestyleconnections.com.au 
Supports Facilitator, Findlay Ross, ‘Fin’: SupportsFacilitator@lifestyleconnections.com.au 
Rostering Facilitator, Tanya Dunkley:  rosterer@lifestyleconnections.com.au 
Practice Mentor, Amanda Matthews: supports@lifestyleconnections.com.au  
Part-time Support Coordinator, Anthony Fisher, ‘Tony’: tony@lifestyleconnections.com.au 
Casual Support Coordinator, Joanne Wyatt, ‘Jo’: supportcoordinator@lifestyleconnections.com.au  
Finance Officer, Ella Piromalli:  finance@lifestyleconnections.com.au 
Reception/Office Assistant, Janet Morgan: admin@lifestyleconnections.com.au   
PHONE our main line 40356771  - your call will be directed to the appropriate person. 

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE 
GET ON BOARD – help us raise funds, recycle & help the environment 

TAKE YOUR CONTAINERS TO REFUND POINTS AND DONATE THE  

REFUND TO US BY EFT USING OUR SCHEME ID C10049638 

OR DROP CONTAINERS OFF IN OUR BINS IN THE  

OFFICE OUTDOOR  AREA 
Funds raised will help pay our Electricity Bills – Donations 
over $2 are tax deductible   

Scheme ID cards available at Office 
We have received a COEX Grant to build some mobile cages 
as Collection Points for containers to enhance our fundrais-
ing  through the Containers for Change program.  If anyone 
knows of good sites or events for these Collection Points, 
please contact the office. 

GiveNow FUNDRAISER 

Please support our GiveNow fundraiser—the innovative 
‘Enable Activity’ Fund Appeal at  

www.givenow.com.au/lcaiactiv  to raise money 

to enable our Service Users to participate in activities otherwise out-
side their financial reach. READ about the benefits of ‘Enable Activity’ for YOU ALL on the GiveNow site. 

PLEASE SHARE this link with your network of family, friends and peers.  
Donations over $2 are tax deductible and receipted by GiveNow 

On 3rd Dec 2019, the Enable Activity Fund raised $350. 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE FUNDRAISER AT BUNNINGS—
HELP NEEDED 

On Saturday 28 March, Lifestyle Connections is holding a fundraiser Sau-
sage Sizzle at Bunnings in town, 71/83 Kenny St, Portsmith from 7AM—

5PM. This is being organized by the Management Committee but we need  
volunteers to come forward to help on the day please and/or lend BBQ 

gear like eskys. If you can spare an hour or so between 6:30am and 6pm on 
that day, or lend gear, can you please contact Linda Gerekink (0407 633 148) or Marsha Murray (0447 627 742) 

by Friday 13 March, so a roster can be organized.  

Funds raised will go towards the purchase of much needed new office computers. 

mailto:servicemanager@lifestyleconnections.com.au
mailto:lifestyle@lifestyleconnections.com.au
mailto:coordinator@lifestyleconnections.com.au
mailto:supports@lifestyleconnections.com.au
mailto:supportcoordinator@lifestyleconnections.com.au
http://www.givenow.com.au/lcaiactiv

